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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Status of the Avplication 

Prior to the entry of this amendment, claims 1-17 were pending in this 
application. The Final Office Action rejected the following claims: 



Claims 1-5 and 8-10 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Da Silva et al. Preparation and Characterization of 
HYDROUS Zirconium Oxide Formed by Homogeneous Precipitation, Vol. 
5 Materials Research No. 2 pp. 149-153 (2002) (hereinafter "Da Silva") in 
view of Santos et al CHARACTERIZATION OF THE Aluminium Hydroxide 
Formed by Homogeneous Precipitation from Some Aluminium Salts 
AND Precipitants, Anais Assoc. Bras. Quim, 46(1) pp. 16-20 (1997) 
(hereinafter "Santos''); 

Claims 1-3, 4, 8-11 and 14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,059,036 to Chatterji etal ("Chatterji") in 
view of Santos; 

Claims 1-5, 8-10 and 12-14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 3,730,272 to Richardson et aL 
("Richardson") in view of Santos; 

Claims 6 and 7 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Da Silva in view of Santos, and further in view of United States Patent 
No. 6,599,863 to Palmer et aL ("Palmer"). 



The Final Office Action found that claims 15-17 were allowable, but objected to the claims as 
being dependent upon a rejected base claim. 

The present amendment amends claims 15-17 and cancels claims 1-14. 
Hence, after entry of this amendment, claims 15-17 are now pending in the application. No 
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new matter has been introduced by the foregoing amendments. Applicants respectfully 
request reconsideration of this application as amended. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

In the Final Office Action, claims 1-14 were rejected for obviousness under 
Section 103, as detailed above. Furthermore, in the Final Office Action, claims 15-17 were 
found to be allowable if rewritten in independent form to include all of the limitations of the 
respective base claim and any intervening claims. As such, for purposes of expediting the 
prosecution of the present application and without consideration of the merits of the 
rejections of claims 1-14, Applicants have cancelled claims 1-14 and amended claims 15-17 
to each be independent claims that include all of the limitations of the respective base claim, 
claim 1, and any intervening claims. Applicants respectfully request that this Amendment be 
entered since the Amendment merely cancels claims, amends the remaining claims of the 
application in compliance with the suggestions of the Office Action and, as such, requires 
only cursory review. 
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CONCLUSION 



In view of the foregoing. Applicants believe all claims now pending in this 



Application are in condition for allowance. The issuance of a formal Notice of Allowance at 
an early date is respectfully requested. 



In the event that a fee or refund is due in connection with this Amendment, the 



Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any underpayment or credit any overpayment to 
Deposit Account No 19-0615. If the Examiner believes a telephone conference would 
expedite prosecution of this application, please telephone the undersigned at 617-768-2270. 



Date: April 26, 2007 

Schlumberger Doll Research 
LP. Law Department 
P.O Box 425045 
Cambridge, MA 02142 
Phone: (617) 768-2270 
Facsimile: (617) 768-2401 
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